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Thinking of studying A-Level English?

Why choose to study A-Level English?

Studying texts from different genres, authors and times can be fascinating and can provide a
greater understanding of how language has evolved and works in the world today.

English is ideal if you:

- have an interest in the way language and literature has developed through the ages
- enjoy reading and understanding how writing is constructed

- enjoy debate and like putting forward a well-argued case

- wish to improve your analytical skills

- want to study a subject which encourages you to consider evidence, weigh it up and make up
your own mind.

English is regarded as a useful qualification for a broad range of higher education or career
choices due to its everyday use and need in most workplaces.



What'’s on offer?
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A-Level English Language:

The course draws on insights from a range of fields
within the study of English language/ linguistics,
including sociolinguistics and discourse analysis. We
will explore how language is used by the individual,
focusing on regional diversity and a range of language
frameworks such as: Grammar Phonetics Semantics
Pragmatics Study also extends to explore language
varieties, investigating how language is shaped
depending on: Gender Social group Occupation We also
study other areas of English including: Child Language
Acquisition World English Language Change

A-Level English Literature:

The course requires critical thinking, wider reading to
grasp social and historical contexts and an appreciation
of how genres and their qualities are not fixed and
therefore open to multiple interpretations. In year 12 we

will be studying social protest writing which will include:

The Kite Runner (Khaled Hosseini) The Handmaid's Tale
(Margaret Atwood) Songs of Innocence and Experience
(William Blake) Unseen prose extracts In Year 13 we will
be studying the genre of tragedy: Othello (Shakespeare)
A selection of poems by John Keats Death of a
Salesman (Arthur Miller)

A-Level English Language:

Students sit 2 exams at the end of the
course that assess skills developed
throughout the year. In addition to this,
students also produce a coursework
portfolio that makes up 20% of the final
grade. This will be based on a personal
language investigation and a creative
writing piece of their choice.

A-Level English Literature:

At A2, students sit 2 exams and also
produce two pieces of coursework
which makes up 20% of the final grade.
This will involve an essay and a piece of
recreative writing.

English GCSE
Grade 5 or higher
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A-Level English Language:

Analysis of various texts - everything from a poem to a
crisp packet.

Dialects - how people from different places speak. -
Language and gender - how gender affects language. -
Language and occupations - how your job affects your
language.

Child language acquisition - how children learn to talk
and write.

Language change - how English has changed over time.

Coursework - a research project and some creative
writing.

A-Level English Literature:

Tragedy - Shakespeare, Tess of d’'Urbervilles, Death of a
Salesman.

Social and Political Protest - Shakespeare, Blake, Kite
Runner, Unseen texts

Coursework - two essays, one on prose and one on
poetr

his course is perfect for you if you are interested in the
development and use of English language. You will have
the opportunity to produce creative, discursive and
analytical writing. You may wish to study English
literature alongside this A Level if you are interested in

his course is perfect for you if you are interested in the
exploration of poetry, prose and drama. A Level English
literature allows the development of skills of literary
analysis and build on existing skills acquired at GCSE.

A-Level English Language:

At the end of year 13 you will take two
papers. You will also be required to
complete two pieces of coursework.

A-Level English Literature:
At the end of year 13 you will take two

papers. You do two coursework essays.

English GCSE
Grade 5 or higher




ou will study texts from different time periods, from




What do people think when they hear your accent?
What'’s a tablet? Ask Aristotle, then Moses, a doctor, then
Steve Jobs. What was a vacuum before it became a
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vacuum? Why might you not want ketchup on your chips
once you find out what the word ‘ketchup’ actually,
means? Is anyone actually laughing out loud when
they've typed ‘LOL'? Do women tell lies better than men?
All of this and more is explored in the wonderful world

If you love literature, this course will give you a great
excuse to read to your heart's content! Then you can
indulge yourself by discussing, thinking and writing
about what you have read. This course offers something
for every avid reader; you will examine great works of
English Literature from the Romantic period through to

English Language is a fascinating, varied course. Build
upon your success at GCSE and develop highly
marketable skills in terms of close reading analysis,
written expression and knowledge about the power of
language. Study and produce pieces of journalism;
experiment by varying your written style for different
purposes and audiences, including pieces of narrative
fiction. Find out about the psychology of how children
acquire language and learn how and why an obscure
Germanic dialect came to be the most widely-spoken
and influential tongue on Planet Earth. Conduct an
independent language investigation in which you collect
and dissect your own chosen linguistic data - such as
sports commentary, political speeches and advertising
across the ages.

English Literature is an exciting and rigorous course
that allows you to access a wide range of texts in their







